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BECOMING REPORTERS IN A CLIL CLASSROOM: 
DEVELOPMENT OF SHARED UNDERSTANDING OF 
TASK REQUIREMENTS IN GROUP WORK
“Interaction is the process 
whereby everything that 
happens in the classroom gets 
to happen the way it does. 
Let us make the most of it”
(Allwright, as cited in Coyle, 2002: 8)
Maelo Terkim. Interacción (2006)
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

 
Language, Consciousness and Knowledge as 
Social Constructs

 
Learning as a Social Phenomenon:

 
Sociocultural Theory

 
Scaffolding Learning

 
Communities of Practice

 
Sociocultural Perspective on SLA

 
Situated Learning Theory

 
Activity Theory
THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

 
Students’ Engagement and Promotion of 
Interactional Environments in the Classroom’s 
Tasks

 
Meaningful / Relevant Contexts for Interactive 
Learning: Content and Language Integrated 
Learning (CLIL)
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

 
Reflective Teaching

 
Conversation Analysis

 
Emic perspective

 
Chronological order
RESEARCH METHODOLOGY
“We must understand learning before we 
can teach, we can only study teaching 
in reference to learning, and we can 
only understand teaching if we 
understand learning”
(Van Lier, 1998:130)
RESEARCH CONTEXT

 
The School

 
IES Collserola (Baix Llobregat)

 
The Teaching Unit

 
CLIL didactic sequence: “The Holocaust”

 
The Sample

 
2nd ESO students 
RESEARCH FOCUS AND OBJECTIVES

 
Focus:

 
How a team of two students develop a shared 
understanding on the requirements of a task.

 
Research Questions:

 
Do students proceed according to the instructions?

 
What kinds of activities do students carry out in order 
to develop a common understanding of what is 
expected from them?
TASK AND ACTIVITY

 
ACCORDING TO ACTIVITY THEORY:

 
TASK: teacher-designed “material” used by the 
teacher to elicit the students’ knowledge.

 
ACTIVITY: what the students do in order to 
internalize and to perform such tasks in 
communicative ways.
STUDENTS’ DEVELOPMENT OF SHARED 
UNDERSTANDING OF TASK REQUIREMENTS

 
Students carry out several kinds of activities (as 
defined in Activity Theory) to develop a shared 
understanding of task requirements.
ACTIVITIES

 
Task management (negotiation of task meaning, 
writing strategy, roles, topic, specific content, 
setting)
ACTIVITIES

 
Evaluation of the task

 
Encouragement
ACTIVITIES

 
Doubts, hesitation

 
Self-repair
ACTIVITIES

 
Elusion of responsibility
ACTIVITIES

 
Off-task
JOINT LEARNING

 
Joint learning occurs as a result of the development of 
shared understanding of task requirements through 
negotiation, and thus, through interaction.

 
Students learn:

 
Language

 
Content

 
New ways of social communication
CONCLUSION

 
Students learn together even if they do not 
proceed as expected

 
Negotiation makes students more conscious of 
their learning process.

 
Contexts that promote interaction and thus 
negotiation should be encouraged: CLIL.
CONCLUSION
“Interaction is the process whereby everything 
that happens in the classroom gets to 
happen the way it does. 
Let us make the most of it”
(Allwright, as cited in Coyle, 2002: 8)
